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n Loyola 
1912 Society

Integrity was 
to the formal, 
and festive, fore 
at the Audubon 
Tea Room during 
the recent 1912 
Society Dinner 
of Loyola Uni-
versity New Or-
leans. A highlight 
of this annual 
event is the pre-
sentation of the 
Integritas Vitae 
Award, one of the 
university’s most 
prestigious hon-
ors, which is given “to an individual 
of remarkable integrity who has 
demonstrated through acts and ser-
vice the ideals of a Jesuit education.” 
The 2025 recipient was John Benedict 
“J.B.” Cordaro, Loyola class of 1963, who 
has six decades of global problem-
solving experience in a wide range 
of food service initiatives in approxi-
mately 50 countries. An alumnus of 
Loyola (B.S.) and of Cornell Univer-
sity (M.S. in agricultural economics 
and nutrition policy), he is the oldest 
of 11 children and the grandson of 
Sicilian immigrants, Giovanni and 
Benedetta Cordaro.

Last year, the laurels befell Louellen 
Aden Berger, who, with husband Darryl 
Berger, served as the 2025 event spon-
sors, along with Michie McHardy Bissell, 
Lori and Bobby Savoie, and Teamer Strate-
gy Group, LLC. The Bergers; alumna 
Michie Bissell; Edmund Giering, on be-
half of the Louisiana Bar Foundation; 
James Morton, J.D., ’81, on behalf of 
the Hyslop Shannon Foundation; and 
Mettery I. Sherry Jr., ’58, J.D., ’61, were 
inducted into Loyola’s Society of St. 
Ignatius, one of the several giving 
societies.

A lovely, seasonal décor of ferns, poinsettias, and floral arrangements by The 
Plant Gallery welcomed the guests, who were entertained by cellist Jennie Brent, 
alumni violinists/spouses Natalia Cascante and Harry Hardin, and alumna Lauren Lemmler, 
viola. The prandial pleasures were purveyed by Dickie Brennan & Company and 

consisted of a Bibb and romaine salad, beef 
tenderloin medallions and crab cakes, and a 
dessert reception with brownies and beignets 
in the Tea Room Garden.

Relishing the many aspects of the evening 
were Loyola Jesuit Community Rector the 
Rev. Penn Dawson, S.J., J.D.; University President 
Xavier Cole, Ed.D., and Susanne DeBerry Cole, Ph.D.; 
College of Business Dean Robert “Bobby” and 
Lori Savoie; and additional college deans Made-
leine Landrieu, Law; Sheryl Kennedy Haydel, Music and 
Media; and Leonard Kahn (with spouse Kimberly), 
Arts and Sciences. Also board trustees Toya A. 

Barnes-Teamer with Roderick Teamer Sr., Lisa Baudot with Michael Jay Baudot, and Dusti Jones. 
And, senior Judge Mary Ann Vial Lemmon, Nina Kelly and son Barry Cooper, Stephen “Derby” 
and Claire Gisclair, Claire and Harry Stahel, Janice Foulks, Carol and Roland Waguespack, Carole and 
Morton Katz, Stephen Landry, and Anne and King Milling. Others, as well, lent an attentive 
ear to program principals Stephanie Hotard, ’04, MBA ’10, for the welcome; Father 
Dawson’s invocation and award presentation; Dr. Cole and Ms. Hotard’s recogni-
tion of the giving societies; and the benediction by the Rev. John Cunningham, S.J., 
Ph.D. At the closure, an opening awaited for those assembled to congratulate 
J.B. Cordaro.

n The Churchill 
Society

Each year, The Churchill 
Society of New Orleans as-
sembles donors, Corey Circle 
members, and society mem-
bers for a birthday dinner 
to celebrate its namesake, 
statesman and United King-
dom Prime Minister (1940-
1945 and again, 1951-1956) 
Winston Churchill. Housing 
the most recent dinner was 
the New Orleans Country 
Club, which served a fine 
menu of Bibb lettuce, a main 
course choice (fish or pork 
tenderloin) and white choco-
late bread pudding, along with complementary wines.

To entertain, Bon Operatit! brought back their stellar performance 
from the preceding year. Hands were clapped for opera singers Lauren 
Gisclair, Mary Akin, Joe Akin, and Jake Penick, whose performance included Gil-

bert and Sullivan numbers, as well as rousing 
renditions of “The Battle Hymn of the Repub-
lic” and “Rule Britannia.”

The featured speaker, Katherine Carter, garnered 
rapt attention during her talk on her new book, 
“Churchill’s Citadel: Chartwell and the Gather-
ings Before the Storm.” It revealed secrets and 
insights into Chartwell, Sir Winston’s country 
home for over 40 years. During the 1930s, 
Churchill’s on-premises meetings, where he 
gathered intelligence about Germany’s prepara-
tions for war, strengthened his fight against the 
Nazis. Author-historian-curator Carter has man-
aged the manor house and collections at Chart-
well for more than a decade. “No one could be 
better qualified than Katherine Carter to write 
this fascinating account…” stated Andrew Roberts, 
author of “Churchill, Walking with Destiny.”

Among those seated for the evening’s attrac-
tions were TCS vice president Christopher Tidmore, 
secretary Ted Martin, Anne (Mrs. Herschel L.) Abbott 
with daughter and son-in-law Cathryn and Sam 

Wagner, John and Bonnie Boyd, Rand and Terry Voorhies, Sandra Lobrano and Mary Bourdin, 
Ouida and Ferdie Laudumiey, Edie and John Wilson, Betsy and Wendell Stout, David Perlis 
and Debb Almeida, Robert E. Young, Sherry and Hunter McFadden, Jacqueline Gamble, Lois 
and Jay Van Kirk, Lucie Whitley, and scores more.

n The New Orleans 
Lawn Tennis Club

“Tennis (party), anyone?” 
Everyone?

One of the holiday sea-
son’s liveliest events is the 
club’s Anniversary Party. 
Most recently, it was the 
149th and began with a Past 
Presidents’ Reception hosted 
by the board of governors. 
Notables were NOLTC presi-
dent John Jeremiah Jr. with Lisa, 
immediate past president 
Elizabeth Brinson with Steve, vice 
president Michael McNulty III and Mary, secre-
tary Leo Congemi with Jane, treasurer William 
Wolf with Megan, Meredith Montgomery, Patrick 
Summerour, and S. Parkerson McEnery with Marti.

The Eric Merchant Trio greeted arriving 
guests downstairs. Up the garlanded stair-
case, and into The 1876 spacious area, the 
music of The Boogie Men closed out the 
night.

Outdoors, and under a tented canopy 
by the pool, Lucky Minou Sushi and Justin 
Trosclair, owner of Lady Nellie Oyster Farm, 
set up, respectively, a sushi station and 
raw and chargrilled oysters. The princi-
pal dinner service inside was curated by 
NOLTC executive chef Ryan Conn, whose 
seafood display, striploin, and salmon 
pleased the collective palate. Desserts 
were back downstairs.

Noted with-
in the comely 
crowd were 
Margaret and 
John Long, Holly 
and Guy Per-
rier, Amanda and 
Ryan Berger, Christina and Alec Fritchie, Scott Howard, Susu and 
Mike Kearney, Caroline and David Kearney, Charlotte and Robert 
Henry, Renee and Pablo Labadie, Lynne Stern, Laurie and Claude 
Williams, Jeanie and Claiborne Perrilliat, and Nancy and Stephen 
Hales. Yuletide joy rocked the rafters.

n Good 
Shepherding

A silver anniver-
sary it was when Good 
Shepherd School 
hailed 25 years of edu-
cating the city’s most-
in-need children within 
the framework of a 
gala at The Cannery. 
The celebration high-
lighted the legacy of 
GSS founder the Rev. 
Harry Tompson, S.J.

The Rev. Ajani Gibson 
offered the prayer before the Toulouse 
Gourmet Catering meal of cheese tortellini, 
shrimp and grits, round of beef, Italian veg-
etables, and assorted desserts. All of this, 
as well as the amazing auction (with trips to 

South Africa, 
Greece and a 
few islands, and 
Italy’s Amalfi 
Coast), regaled 
Cindy and Ron 
Paulin, Jennifer and 
Bobby Talbot, Michelle and John Hennessey, Mike Scott, 
Juan Nathan, Liz Hefler, Doug Adams, Mickey and Christine 
Parenton, Romero J. Stewart, Pat and Byron LeBlanc, Melissa 
Maia and Patrick Eagan, Alphonse and Lasie Smith, Jordan 
Retif, Danna and Craig Cousins, Keanan and Stephen Romig, 
Andrea Williams Adams, and, from GSS, president 
and CEO Thomas Moran Jr., board chair Chris Sullivan, 
board president Johnny Fitzpatrick with Kristy, and 
board members Brian Grenrood, Kelly Longwell Gott-
sche, and Keith Jenkins. Also, Shepherding Hope 
President Tim Bennett, GSS graduate Semaj Hollins 
with Tania Hahn, and Casey Cadella, GSS director 
of administration. In the fun momentum of 
“Celebrating Father Tompson’s Dream,” as the 
gala was dubbed, folks responded to the call to 
the floor of the international, but New Orleans-
based band, After Party.
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Elizabeth and J.B. Cordaro, Xavier and Susanne Cole

Edmund Giering, Madeleine Landrieu, 
Laura Sewell

The Rev. John Cunningham, Michie 
Bissell, the Rev. Penn Dawson

Roland and Carol Waguespack

Iain and Katherine Carter, Gregg and Joan Collins

Sandy Villere, Blanche 
McCloskey

Sally Reeves, Susie Hoskins

Shirley Trusty Corey, Catherine Burns 
Tremaine, Stephen Gold

John and Lisa Jeremiah, Jane and Leo Congeni

Desiree Charbonnet, Corey 
Hebert

Barry Faust, Elizabeth Brinson, 
Denise Faust

Bill, Leslie and Jonathan Kramer

The Rev. Ajani Gibson, Semaj Hollins, Cindy 
Paulin, Thomas Moran

Chris Sullivan, Alphonse 
Smith

Romero Stewart, Kelly 
Gottsche, Timothy Bennett

Johnny Fitzpatrick, Michelle 
Hennessey, Mike Scott
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